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AN OCEAN HEALTH INDEX 
FOR SOUTH WEST ENGLAND

ÅProject conception

ÅWhat is the Ocean Health Index (OHI)? 

ÅOHI application

ÅOHI South West England - activities and progress



Objectives: 

ÅTo achieve a sustainable marine economy

ÅEnsure a strong, healthy and just society

ÅLive within environmental limits

Marine Spatial Planning



OCEAN HEALTH INDEX

ÅOHI scores goals such a food provision and 
biodiversity from 0 to 100

ÅAnnual Global Assessments produced since 
2012

ÅA indicator index metric of the benefits and 
services the ocean provides



HOW THE OHI WORKS - GOALS

1. FOOD PROVISION

6. CLEAN WATERS

5. CARBON STORAGE

7. TOURISM AND 
RECREATION

9. SENSE OF PLACE

2. ARTISINAL 
OPPORTUNITIES

4. COASTAL PROTECTION3. NATURAL PRODUCTS

8. LIVELIHOODS AND 
ECONOMIES

10. BIODIVERSITY



STATUS AND TREND DATA

ÅStatus- current value based on most recent available data  

ÅTrend -ŎƘŀƴƎŜ ƛƴ ǎǘŀǘǳǎ ƻǾŜǊ ǘƘŜ ƭŀǎǘ җр ȅŜŀǊǎ

ÅPressure - factors that decrease status (pollution, bycatch)

ÅResilience - initiatives to negate pressures (MPA designation) 



REFERENCE POINTS

National Snow and Ice Data Centre 2018

Represents an ideal scenario

1. Temporal

2. Spatial

3. Established

4. Functional

Example- historical Arctic ice extent



OHI Global Score- 2017 

OUTPUTS



Foodprovision,Sub-goal:
Wild CaughtFisheries

Foodprovision,Sub-goal:
Mariculture

COMPARING SCORES - REGIONS


